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Sonnenflecke 

February-March-April 2019 

Newsletter of the Sunbelt Chapter BMW CCA, Inc. 
P.O. Box 533 
Bethany, OK  73008 
 

Chapter Officers: 

Steve Jackson, President 
Phone: 405-570-1760 
Email: skjackson2833@gmail.com 
 
Ryan Breding, Secretary 
Phone: 405-685-1166 
Email: ryanbreding@gmail.com  
 
Charles Snyder, Treasurer 
Phone: 405-495-8060 
Email: sunbeltbmw@sbcglobal.net 
 
 

-- Articles of Interest -- 

Holiday Dinner 

 

The holiday dinner at Mugsy’s Grubhouse, Yale, Oklahoma, was a 

success.  We shared the event with the MINI club.  Door prizes of all sorts 

were donated by each club to delight the members attending the event. 

 

The Dirty Santa exchange was perfect with some real “Dirty” Santa’s 

picking off some rather nice gifts.  Some may have been disappointed with 

the outcome, but all had fun and plenty of laughs.    

 

Mugsy’s food was very good and the wait staff provided fine service.  We 

may need to plan a future event to include Mugsy’s. 
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-Holiday Dinner photos- 

 

You Don’t Know Jack – Part I, Jacks 

By Steve Jackson 

The Northern Tool XL2T by ARCON, is a 2 Ton, long frame, low profile jack 

that is great for cars with sport suspension, or that have been lowered.  It 

has a minimum height of 2.75 inches, yes there are several jacks that are 

that low, but it also has a maximum lift of 24 inches (Most jacks max out at 

19” or so), so it is the best of both worlds.  The tallest portion of the frame 

of this jack (the part close to the handle) is also lower than most jacks, at 

about 6”.  When combined with the long frame length of 32” (the first 19” is 

all less than 3” tall) it makes this jack easier to get to jack points other than 

the ones on the edge of the car.  At about 100 pounds, it is not one you will 

throw in the trunk to take to the track.  It rolls easily, and lifts quickly due to 

having dual pumps.  It is made in China, but appears to be well made, with 

clean welds and shiny black power coating.  Around $219.  I have also 

seen what appears to be the same jack sold as a Sunex 6602LP for $188. 

Getting to the side jack points isn’t an issue with most any low profile jack, 

but those side points are also where you need to put your jack stands.  The 

real problem I had with my short frame low profile jack was that after I had 

the front end of the car up on jack stands, or ramps, I couldn’t get it under 

the car.  The body of the jack hit the rear diffuser on the way under the car 

and once you got it past the diffuser, the pivot point for the handle was way 



Page 3 of 6 
 

under the car, restricting the handle to very small movements, not to 

mention compressing the diffuser each time.  Since the handle end XL2T is 

lower, and the frame is longer, it goes under without touching the diffuser, 

and the pivot point for the handle has considerably more room to move, 

lifting the car much more quickly.  This greatly speeds up the process of 

getting the car up on four jack stands, and reduces the chance of damage.   

Warning: Never, ever, ever, get under a car that is only supported by a 

jack, of any kind.  Hydraulic jacks can leak down, either slowly or suddenly.  

Mechanical jacks can bend, or the threads can strip.  Been there, done 

that, with each of those examples.  It’s not worth the risk.  When you lift the 

car, the jack needs to roll several inches, which requires a hard surface.  If 

it can’t do so easily, you are in danger of pulling the jack from under the 

point you are using for lifting, which could cause considerable damage to 

your car.  This is especially critical when one end is already up on jack 

stands or ramps.  The jack must be aligned with the direction it will need to 

roll so it doesn’t place a side load on the jack stands (to be covered as Part 

II in our next newsletter).  Some cars really don’t have a place to lift the car 

in the center of the rear end.  The differential housing is aluminum and can 

be cracked by using it as a jack point, that would be expensive!!! 
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Tech Tip:  ALTERNATOR CARE 

Compliments of Bavarian Machine Specialties, Houston, Texas 
 
If you have ever had to replace an alternator sooner than you thought was 
normal, you may have had a hand in causing its demise. The most 
common reason for premature alternator failure is overheating. In an earlier 
tech article, I stressed the importance of adequate cooling of the alternator 
by keeping the alternator air ducting clear. However, there is another 
seemingly innocent way of causing an alternator overheat situation that can 
adversely affect both water and air cooled alternators alike. 
 
Any time when your car does not crank over and you get “a jump” you 
might be thinking “Well, the battery will re-charge while I’m driving”. You 
might be right but you are also risking an expensive future breakdown. The 
alternator may even provide enough surface charge to the battery to 
provide enough power to start the engine the next time it is needed. 
However, asking the alternator to run at peak output for an extended period 
of time will guarantee an overheated alternator and eventual failure. The 
alternator is intended to maintain the car’s electrical system, not act as a 
battery charger. 
 
As a final note, even when replacing the battery, make sure the new battery 
is fully charged so you don’t end up replacing the alternator next. 
 

2018 Sunbelt Chapter Financial Statement 

Please see last page. 

 

Calendar of Upcoming Events 

Please follow us on the following social media sites for late breaking 

information: 

Facebook www.facebook.com/Sunbelt-Chapter-BMW-CCA-

248758539734/ 

Website  www.bmwcca.org/content/sunbelt-chapter 

http://www.facebook.com/Sunbelt-Chapter-BMW-CCA-248758539734/
http://www.facebook.com/Sunbelt-Chapter-BMW-CCA-248758539734/
http://www.bmwcca.org/content/sunbelt-chapter
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MeetUp www.meetup.com/en-AU/SunbeltBMWCCA/members 

 

Mark Your Calendar: 

Cars & Coffee (OKC): The first Saturday of each month held at 

12100 N May Ave, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. 

Sunbelt Coffee Cruise The third Saturday of each month, 8 – 11 am, 

at the Santa Fe Restaurant, Midwest City, 

across from the Tinker main entrance. 

Sunbelt Chapter meetings: The third Wednesday of each month: 

upcoming February 20; March 20; and April 

17 - See additional information below. 

Sunbelt Chapter Breakfast March 2, 9 am, at Ingrid’s, 3701 N.Youngs, 

OKC. 

Wheel Alignment Tech March 30, 10 am, at Eurosport, 3050 NW 

Blvd., Norman. 

Jackie Cooper Car Show May 11, 10 am – watch for an email for more 

details.  

 

>>>>>Monthly Meetings<<<<< 

Our monthly club meetings are held on the third Wednesday of each 

month.  We will be meeting at the Rib Crib, 1821 South Douglas, Midwest 

City, OK.  Our monthly meetings are informal and open to all members. 

  

Disclaimer:  The Sunbelt Chapter BMW CCA, Inc. assumes no liability for any of the information 

contained herein.  The ideas, opinions and suggestions expressed in this newsletter are of the authors 

and no authentication is implied unless otherwise noted.  None of the information is factory approved. 

Modifications made to your vehicle within the warranty period may void the manufactures warranty.  

Permission is granted to quote or otherwise reproduce articles from this newsletter, provided 

Sonnenflecke and the individual author are given credit. 

http://www.meetup.com/en-AU/SunbeltBMWCCA/members
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Sunbelt Chapter 2018 Financial Statement: 

 
 


